My own opinion is, that an abscess was formed from caries of the rib? that instead of at once pointing externally it forced its way inwards, and setting up some local inflammatory action, it caused adhesion between the adjacent costal and pulmonary pleural surfaces, and that on the day before the operation, it had formed a communication with the lung, which was followed by the rapid increase of the swelling externally by the escape of air.
Before the introduction of the treatment of such cases by carbolic acid, I would have had much dread of opening such an abscess, but aided by it, I anticipated less danger, and the successful result of the case fully justified my expectations*
